
From August until October 2018, eight young people were travelling on a special mission 
through the World Heritage Cities of Europe and the North America. For the fi rst time, the 
Regional Secretariat for Northwest Europe and North America of the OWHC (Organization 
of World Heritage Cities) was organizing this new project, exclusively designed for young 
people aged 18 – 28 years. After a thorough application process, six winners/teams were 
chosen. Each were equipped with 1.000 Euros from an OWHC scholarship to fi nd out, what 
World Heritage means for them, how much their own cultural background shapes their li-
ves and behavior, and how important it is to preserve our tangible and intangible heritage 
around the globe. 

With a special focus on posts on their social media accounts as well as a specially created 
travel blog, they shared their manifold experiences with peer groups as well as with an 
international audience. Check out the website under www.owhc-youngtravelling.com 
and learn more about their individual World Heritage experiences.

OWHC Regional Secretariat Northwest Europe and North America
City of Regensburg – World Heritage Coordination
welterbe@regensburg.de   |   +49-941-507 4616

Instagram #owhcyoungtravelling
Facebook @organizationofworldheritagecities

www.ovpm.org/program/owhc-young-travelling-scholarship/

The project

OWHC Young Travelling 
Scholarship 2018

• age group 18 – 28

• six teams / travellers

• total budget 1.000 Euro per traveller

•  Task: visit at least four different

UNESCO World Heritage cities, 

two of them members of our OWHC region

•  regular posts on personal 

and OWHC Social Media chanels

•  daily posts on the travel blog website

•  creative output in a poster 

and presentation

Due to the very successful start, 
a relaunch is planned for 2019!
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Alexandra
From beginning of August until beginning 

of September, Alexandra travelled through 

parts of the Balkan until fi nishing up her trip in 

her hometown of Salzburg, which is also listed 

as a World Heritage City. During her trip, she focu-

sed on fi nding out out what the local population and 

other tourists like herself think about each city’s status as World Heritage. 

Most agreed that the benefi ts one gets from being a World Heritage site help 

preserving the sites and protect them from too much tourism. According 

to Alexandra, however, some locals also fear that sometimes not enough 

is being done and that there is certainly room for improvement concerning 

protection against over-tourism. Furthermore, Alexandra tried to experience 

the local cuisine of each city, thus gaining an entirely new outlook on cultural 

heritage. 

Karolina & 
Mikołaj

Karolina and Mikołaj travelled for two weeks 

in September and tried to combine young and 

modern urban life with the aspect of World Heritage 

of each city. During their trip, they visited both, the heritage sites, and the 

various other cultural offers like restaurants, theatres or bars. They have 

shown that World Heritage cities have much more to offer than just museums 

and sightseeing tours, but are all lively cities, that brim over with modern, 

cultural offers. During their trip, they found themselves in cities such as 

Krakow or Ceský Krumlov, which are on the smaller side, but face the risk 

of seasonal over-crowding with tourists. On the other hand, Karolina and 

Mikołaj also visited capital cities such as Vienna and Prague in order to 

experience the full scale of World heritage cities in Europe and understand 

the contrast between heavy and softer tourism.
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Yuliia
Yuliia travelled from mid-August until 

mid-September through France, Austria and 

Switzerland. Under the theme of “Undisco-

vered Europe”, she uncovered the more hidden 

aspects of each city she stayed in. She was especi-

ally intrigued by the intricacy of each city, which only 

unfolded after having stayed there for a couple of nights. 

To her, the aspect of World Heritage only became clear after understanding 

the history and the architecture of each place in more detail. In the end, Yuliia 

created a pencil sketch of every place she visited, capturing the essence of 

the World Heritage of each city.

Nina
During her 16 days of travelling, Nina visited 

Poland, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Swe-

den. Her emphasis, however, was on Norway, 

where she focused on Norway’s eco-friendly 

approach to World Heritage. In order to preser-

ve the unique environment, some of Norway’s World 

Heritage cities, such as Tinn and Notodden have to rely 

almost solely on hydro energy for most of the cities’ energy. Nina was able 

to experience this sharp contrast between tradition and innovation on her 

own and was inspired by the Norwegians dedication to preserving their more 

naturalistic World Heritage. She also found the population to be much more 

aware of their heritage, and a more sustainable lifestyle that includes recyc-

ling and eco-friendly cars is very common. Concluding, Nina found Norway to 

be a great example for other cities on how to preserve heritage. 
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Anna & 
Magdalena
Anna and Magdalena travelled from September 

until October. Under the theme of “Going East”, 

they travelled from Vienna to the Black Sea in Bulga-

ria, and wrapped up in Bamberg, Germany. While travelling, 

Anna and Magdalena always tried to look at everything from two perspec-

tives – as they were travelling by two. This gave them a unique perspective 

on World Heritage, as most World Heritage cities, like Vienna, combine tra-

ditional historic landmarks with an industrialized modern urban experien-

ce. They also noticed some political contrasts in each city. In Hungary and 

Budapest, for example, a lot of citizens were unhappy with their countries’ 

policies. This was especially visible at the World Heritage site of Nesebar, 

which surprised both of them with the heavy commercialization of the site 

and lack of protection by the government.

Bianca
Bianca was the only traveler from North 

America. She was also the only one to journey

through both, Europe and North America. 

During her two week journey, she travelled 

through Austria and Poland and fi nished up her 

tour in Québec and Pennsylvania. Bianca focused on 

the historic aspects of each World Heritage site and was 

especially awestruck by Poland’s rich history, especially concerning World 

War II and the rebuilding of some of the current heritage sites after their 

initial destruction. After arriving in Québec, she even managed to arrange 

a meeting with staff from the OWHC and share her experiences about her 

travels through Europe. 

Anna and Magdalena travelled from September 

until October. Under the theme of “Going East”, 

they travelled from Vienna to the Black Sea in Bulga-

Bianca was the only traveler from North 

America. She was also the only one to journey

through both, Europe and North America. 

During her two week journey, she travelled 

through Austria and Poland and fi nished up her 

tour in Québec and Pennsylvania. Bianca focused on 

OWHC 
Young Travelling Scholarship
2018

©


	SR-OWHC-Posterausstellung-YT-RZ-1-S1
	SR-OWHC-Posterausstellung-YT-RZ-1-S2
	SR-OWHC-Posterausstellung-YT-RZ-1-S3
	SR-OWHC-Posterausstellung-YT-RZ-1-S4

